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Part one


Devotion


The Holy Gospel that has been preached to us by the Lord Jesus and His apostles to the world. 

The Gospel was proclaimed to the Gentiles by the Apostle Paul after His ascent to the Father because the Gospel was rejected in Israel. There are also a number of mysteries revealed to Paul by the Lord Jesus, such as the mystery that Christ is the head of the church, or the mystery that there is no distinction between Jews and Greeks, or Gentiles before God, as to the gospel proclaimed. The same Gospel was preached to the Jewish population then as it was to the rest of the world later. Dangerous errors have been devised for this, which Paul also warned us about. For our gospel has come to you not only with words, but also with power and with the Holy Spirit and with full certainty. 
 1 Thessalonicences 1:5. 

The Lord Jesus is now working in us through His Spirit so that we can also explain that the Kingdom is within us. His spirit lives in you. Because of its power, you can handle anything, etc.
 And they will not say, Behold here or look there, for behold, the kingdom of God is in you. Luke 17:21. It goes without saying that the Holy Spirit can only live in you after repentance and obedience to His commandments so that we can remain in His love, and God is honored through our lifestyle.


 Paul had the very important task of proclaiming the Gospel of Christ and revealing the mysteries that had been or have been hidden from us until then. 


One of the mysteries is that of godliness. 1 Timothy 3:16. Godliness is a way of life that is pleasing to the Lord Jesus, and in it we must train ourselves, as the Bible makes clear. It is part of the Christian path of life and attitude that must be aimed at wanting to live pleasing to God. This attitude to life is important in order to be able to stand before the Lord without blemish, and to bear fruit.

When we repent, the Lord Jesus becomes the captain of our lives, our soul and body belong to Him. That's why you can't just do everything with your body the way you want. The other is that we efface our own self in order to understand and do His will. The Lord Jesus Himself calls it denial. Pick up our cross and follow him Matthew 26:24. It is not the easiest way, especially surrendering can be a difficult road. 

 And the more we practice godliness, the further we get to the point that the Lord Jesus requires of us and that is perfection. An important key to this is surrender to Him. Surrender is a form of love, it requires that you surrender completely and trust in Him. So that I become smaller and He becomes bigger. All this is only possible through the Holy Spirit who has become an indwelling, it also becomes easier because the Spirit is our helper. It becomes possible to live more from the Spirit. For the exercise of the body is of little use, but godliness is profitable for all things, because it gives the promise of the life present and of the life to come . 1 Timothy by living in this way we prepare ourselves for a life in eternity and the second coming, and live here on earth a life acceptable to God. And we will not be empty-handed later.
 Another reason is that we will soon be answering for the way we have lived, our thoughts and what we had our eye on. But godliness is above all life for the Lord Jesus with all our heart, soul and spirit. We are accepted into His world to serve Him, that is also the big difference between being converted and being unconverted. Converts serve their King, the king of the Heavens and not the king of this world. Godliness also teaches us how to behave in God's house, which is the living church of the living God, pillar and foundation of truth. Not only during a meeting, but also among yourselves and in your personal walk with the Lord Jesus while we are still in the world. 1 Timothy 3:15. A Christian always lives and lives in God's house, his life is a living worship. Romans 12:1-8. 

 Other keys to greater godliness are reading the Bible and studying it for yourself, praying in the hiding place, psalm 91, fasting is expected of a Christian as part of a life dedicated to the Lord Jesus, Matthew 6:16-18 through praise and humiliation.
The effect of all this is that you walk closer to God, after all, you live a Holy life. You can be closer to Being because there are fewer and fewer obstacles in the way. Godliness then becomes devotion and it will grow. Godliness increases when we do and keep the commandments, Godliness makes us stronger inside, and makes us want to do more for God and want to be closer to Him. 

But godliness is indeed a source of great gain, accompanied by contentment. 1 Timothy 5-6. We can't take anything out of the world. Only our "profit". This gain is not materialistic but spiritual. And is ultimately rewarded with the crown of life, which is of eternal value if we have passed the test. James 1:12 Blessed is the man who endures in temptation, for when he has passed the test, he will receive the crown of life, which he has promised to those who love him. The concept of loving here also means observing His commandments. It is also a form of respect for the Lord Jesus and all that He has done to save us sinners from eternal darkness.

The mystery of godliness

Godliness can grow when we realize that it comes about through our relationship with the living God, in relationship with the Lord Jesus and through the Lord Jesus. 
For as it is written, God is manifested in the flesh, 1 Timothy 16. The Lord Jesus is the incarnate word. God Himself walked the earth as the man Jesus Christ through whom God created everything. He is the image of the invisible God. Colossians 1:14. The first born of all creation. God himself. The word became flesh and dwelt among us. John 1:14.
For by Him were all things created, which are in the heavens and on the earth, which are visible and which are invisible, thrones, dominions, principalities, or powers; all things were created by Him and for Him. Man was also created by him and for him. Colossians 1:16.

The Lord Jesus has opened Heaven for us.

And He said to him, Verily, verily, I say to all of you, From now on you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man John 1:52. A preview of the coming of the Lord Jesus is written in Genesis 28:10-22. Also called the Jacob's ladder.

For everyone who believes, Heaven has become accessible through Him, He is the way, the truth and the life.
"No one comes to the Father except through me". John 14:6-7.


Do everything for the glory of God
1 Corinth 10:31
So whether you eat or drink or anything else, do everything for the glory of God


Godliness is not a form of religion or a religious life; it is your whole life.

The Lord Jesus did not found a religion, He and others taught and lived according to the Gospel, as an example to others
Not seeking their own advantage, greed for money or prosperity preaching the gospel, but that of others so that many may be saved. 1 Corinthians 10:33.
Because the love of money is a root of all evil. In longing for it, some have strayed from the faith, and have pierced themselves with many sorrows. 1 Timothy 6:10-11 There is another beautiful text in 2 Peter 1-5-15 about godliness and the "gain" of it.

For His divine power has given us all that pertains to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us. By this He has given us the greatest precious promises, that you might thereby become partakers of the Divine nature after you have fled from the corruption that is in the world through lust. Desire is a sin and is an enemy of the spirit, it causes struggle and stands in the way of spiritual growth. And so is your surrender. It can even cause us to stumble and fall back into sin.

And therefore you must apply yourself with all your efforts to add virtue to your faith, knowledge to virtue. To the knowledge self-control, to the self-control perseverance, to the perseverance godliness. To godliness brotherly love and to brotherly love love for everyone. Also read the commandment of love.


Rejoice always in the Lord, I say it again, Rejoice. Philippians 4:4-9.


I wish for a godly life.
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